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RECAPPING THE FIRST WORKSHOP

e \We looked at:

e Challenges in family history
research.

e Creating legacy videos.

e Presenting your tamily tree. Tenaten Teploi

(Project Lead and
Research Associate at the

e How to parlay your research so University of Lancashire)
that it has historical relevance.
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TODAY'S WORKSHOP

e |nspirations for developing historical relevance and the
homework task.

e Collecting information about ancestors from various types of
official records.

e Antique photographs and heirlooms.
e Places of interment, funerary traditions and memorialisation.

e Newspapers and other secondary sources.
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WHAT THEMES M
HISTORY "HISTOR

Migration

Crime

Artistry and analysing
creative works

Involvement in a
particular industry
or occupational
achievements

Military service

Involvement in
a religious
movement

Religious persecution

GHT GIVE FAMILY
CAL RELEVANCE"?

Attitudes or customs
in a particular period
such as attitudes
towards women

Involvement in a
social, cultural or
political movement

Family history best practice



SPECIFIC EXAMPLE OF GIVING FAMILY
HISTORY "HISTORICAL RELEVANCE’

e My 4th great-grandparents Hugh and Mary
McKerney emigrated with their five children
from Ireland to Lancashire in 1855 to escape the

aftermath of the Irish Potato Famine. ¢

* One of the McKerney sons committed o |
domestic violence and murder against his wife ) 2 .
in Preston in 1876. Another McKerney daughter e

was killed by a mob in Preston in 1887.

Preston Chronicle, 20th July 1876.

e | parlayed the McKerney's migration account
and the instances of alcoholism, violence MYSTERIOUS

: : 0o DEATH IN
against women and murders in the family into a PRESTON.
broad discussion of English attitudes towards ALLEGED VIOL;%C:?-A;O A MARRIED

the Irish in the nineteenth Century‘ Lancashire Evening Post, 3rd January 1887.
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QU

ESTIONS TO CONSH

- R

ls what my ancestors experienced an outlier or is a

similar sentiment reflected in other accounts?

Could what my ancestor(s) did/create/write tell us

something new about a particular movement/

period/place/industry?



PRESENTING FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH

URDER, DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE & MENTAL ILLNESS

your family history research, ranging from informal The Mekerey Famiys 1658 Migratin t Lncghe

Brandon Reece Taylorian S h @] I’t

Associate LectUrer ot the

to peer-reviewed. You can build your skills over time Joi lectures at

There are numerous outlets available to present

TheAngetisfiash,

=22 conferences

to work towards producing a peer-reviewed article. e )
THE CURIOUS u
HISTORY OF

——— ; THE ANCESTORS
’RESTON | OF COMETAN

The Struggle of Traditionalist Catholics I STO RI C
A |
The Struggle of Traditionalist Catholics in 1970s Northern NAOTETV -
England YOIET) -
Brandon Reece Taylorian /:f\ :J v- T )A_-i: 0
> oo wem @ 0 0
A propontion of Catholics were disillusioned by the litargical = 4

hat tollowed the Second Vatican Council of the 196, A
nity of those who apposed the changes

— were andent and helieving in their ¢

an T Catholic identity despite remaining small in
oumber and on the recciving end of criticism from Church le
Intermitrent mumblings of a revival in the traditional Latin 3
(TLM) among young Catholics' might prompt the goestion: how did
this traditionalist fervour originate?

In 19705 England, there was one such community of
tracifionalists, made up of both rebel clergy uml Jaypeople who
continued celebrating the Todentioe Rile wnd reldinad thidr pre-
conciliar Catholic customs. Two carly mombers of this community
were Mr Demrick Taylor and Mrs Ircne Mary Taylor who lived on the
outskirts of Leyland in Lancashire. Their life story served as a case
smdy for rhis research o gain A grearee understanding  of
teaditionalist Catholicism diring the 13705, By studying their lives, it.
muy becime clenrer why This canple and others dexided by open (heir
homes lo the pubbiv for the velebrulion uf Tridentine Masses, The
case study will seck lo demonsire how the scivitics of lay
raditionalists were essential to founding a movement within the
Chureh that continues to the present day.

Reforms w the Tridentine lituegy were made mandatory by the
Secand Vatican Couneil which ok place from 1962 to 1965, The
refarms were put inte practice over a oomrse of years fallowing the
cnd of the Council but affected only the Latin Rite as the Eastem
Rite of the Catholic Church was reformed under separate legislation.”
The reforms were neither sudden nor universal yet still provoked
resistance. although only among small packets of the world’s billion

Online video presentations

Home Talks Programme Newsletters _ Future Events. Uinks GOPR. Contact us Gatlery
The Mormon Moons of Lancashire

CATIIOLICS 1 The Mormon and Quaker Moons of Lancashire:
2 Family Stories of Religious Conversion,
DEFY PA Migration and Persecution.
Part 2 - Conversion to The Church of The Latterday
Saints.
Brandon Reece Taylorian

iy, New York, ¢ plates
1 below) which Inspired him to found the sec

45

Figure 2: Lot
England 15 Acqust 1838
www.prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk Pr

More tha after they had fiest left L

recorded in y 00 5 October 1850 that e ar

Self-published book Peer-reviewed article for an Local historical society Online article for local history
academic journal. newsletter organisation
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HOW TO START

e \Write a short article between 500 and T PRESTON

1,000 words for a local historical society. ISTORIC AT

\( YCIETY

e These often do not require

referencing or extensive historical
analysis.

e Such publications often focus more
on captivating storytelling.

e Encourages good practice in

presenting your research in a concise

way.

1828



WORKING YOUR WAY TO A PEER-REVIEWED
ARTICLE

e Original research that contributes to knowledge.

The Struggle of Traditionalist Catholics

The Struggle of Traditionalist Catholics in 1970s Northern
England

* A methodology designed to address the

Brandon Reece Taylorian

research question.

A proportion of Catholics were disillusioned by the liturgical
changes that followed the Second Vatican Council of the 1960s. A
scaftered community of those who opposed the changes — known as
traditionalists — were ardent and believing in their cause to preserve
. the pre-Vatican T Catholic identity despite remaining small in

o SO U n d a rg U m e ntS a n d eVI d e h Ce p rese nted to number and on the receiving end of criticism from Church leaders.
Intermittent rumblings of a revival in the traditional Latin Mass

(TLM) among young Catholics' might prompt the question: how did

SuU p p @) rt . this traditionalist fervour originate?

In 1970s England, there was one such community of
traditionalists, made up of both rebel clergy and laypeople who
continued celebrating the Tridenting Rite and retained their pre-
conciliar Catholic customs. Two early members of this community

. . were Mr Derrick Taylor and Mrs Irene Mary Taylor who lived on the
e Article content is referenced throu g hout from Ontskirts of Leyland in Lancashire. Their e story served s & case
study for this research to gain a pgreater understanding of
o traditionalist Catholicism during the 1970s. By studying their lives, it
C re d | b | e S O u rce S may become clearer why this couple and others decided to open their
¢ homes to the public for the celebration of Tridentine Masses. The
case study will seek to demonstrate how the activities of lay
traditionalists were essential to founding a movement within the
Church that continues to the present day.
. / . . . . Reforms to the Tridentine liturgy were made mandatory by the
® The artl Cl es top|C ShOU | d f|‘t W|‘th N ‘the scope Second Vatican Council which took place from 1962 to 1965. The
reforms were put into practice over a course of years following the
. end of the Council but affected only the Latin Rite as the Bastern
a n d fo C u S Of t h e J O u r n a | Rite of the Catholic Church was reformed under separate legislation.?
g The reforms were neither sudden nor universal yet still provoked
resistance, although only among small pockets of the world’s billion

45

e Clear and concise writing.
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HOMEWORK TASK

Is there any aspect of your family history
research that might have historical relevance?

Make a plan (consider the broader themes you wish to
address and how your research will contribute something
new to knowledge)

Collect resources that support your argument

Share with us at the start of Workshop 2



CERTFHFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF MARRIAGE

' M'arma,ge solemmzed at @ ' M...:.Jé‘ /

Applicaiion Namber

13952671-14

GIvin AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

in the sttnot of JM" in the Oountzg_of ,
§ Ot £ s PR
Na | Whea :dﬂ'tted» Name md Sarmame 4 A‘o. g (Whim. Rmk or Profeaston. memuuhu!md Marrduge! Puther’s chd Borrame. h-lmd

L3/

Taes

192&.

e

[

W/an gt s Buslader

WQ:—-‘M.. ;

- CERTIFIED to te a it L:ep) of @t entry i the certified copy of a register of Marria

Cﬁm sUthe. UE\FR LN Rgmb t} g OFFICE, unaer LhL Seal of the sud Office, the

- Mxd 709302

CAUTION ”mulﬁ ARE OEVENCES RELAFING TO PALSIFYING

FALSE -CEKTIFRCATE.

WARNING: A CE RTIFIC&"IF 15 INO B

’-)‘
‘ —_— M

W"f Yoo e \ iy B Ladl ik

qgs i the Registration Districe of Preston:

13th

ORCALTERING
O CT\O\\?\. C ()P\K‘ 0§23 81

day of

BV ll)b\CF OF IDENTITY.

July

2023

A CERTHT Kf\Tl AN CSING DR :'()\bk“l\(}‘ A




BIRTH

e Although often dry, the
information in birth, marriage and
death records is essential in
establishing a timeline of
ancestors’ lives as timestamps.

e Birth certificates tell you the exact
date and place of birth, name at
birth, sex of the baby, parents’
names and father’s occupation.

 Birth certificates have a signer
(usually one of the parents), with
the date of the signature
recorded and name of the
registrar.

RECORDS

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH r THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

i1 0 141493

PRESTON
in the County of Preston C.B.
nar 1 (1 ¥ I i
T f :

]

""""" | R. Hardacre - s
XaTen 1 8T s second | 'R Wilding
T 11 keltland Street April- | "

.. . Praston. . YA

A ey yyy M -
o Fath ls ‘
1
Prost | ! DS o
| v : i
i RS,
; :

= RN e (o HaR R
Jisd] e e g ! T o £419323% 1 Registrar|

lG4rl - Richard
¥ ! Hardacre

1841032, 4 i IRENE
‘11 Maitlend .| MARY
! . Street |

:Preston.U.D, |

.rtified copy of a Register ofiBirths in the' District.above mentioned.

9th

ERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the sadiOfficesthe

1 2
BXCJ 5173390
CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING 1O FALSIFYING ORALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING ‘A FALSE CERTIFICATE SCROWN COPYRIGHT
WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

Sample birth certificate from 1932.
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BIR

e As of April 2025, the General Register
Office (GRO) charges £3 per record for a
digital image; £8 for a PDF version; and
the physical copy £12.50 for standard
delivery.

Beware, the digital image format is
automated and sometimes cuts off a
piece of the record (GRO usually offer
refunds in this case but will suggest you
get the PDF version for such records).

Once you start acquiring birth certificates
(either in physical or digital format),
ensure you organise them so you have
easy access. Label them clearly and
organise them either according to person
or certificate type (you can have all of your
birth certificates in one computer folder
and all your death certificates in another).

H RECORDS

WWW.gro.gov.uk

o , General Register Office
| (\ié;’, HM Passport OfflCe Official information on binhgadoption& marriages,

civil partnerships and deaths in England and Wales

Search the GRO Online Indexes

Which index would you like to search?
Events registered in England or Wales:

O Death

(® Birth

When was the birth registered?

Year:* @ 1932 v| 4/ year(s) @

Please enter your search criteria, mandatory fields are indicated with a *

Up to 250 matching results will be returned so providing any additional information you know will help locate the
registration you are looking for.

Who are you searching for?

Surname at Birth:* [: @ Include: Exact Matches Only v 9

Search for records with a matching surname

|:| © include: [Exact Matches Only 10

Search for records with a matching first forename

Sex:” Please Select v| @

gl I |
Surname:
Where was the birth registered?

Do you already know any GRO Reference details for the registration?
Quarter: W o
Volume: |:| @ Page: |:| @

First Forename:

Em

» Logout

» Main Menu

» 'How to Order' Guide for Customers
» Dolen canllaw fideo "Sut i Archebu"
» Place an Order

» Search the GRO Online Index

» Data Quality & Error Reporting

» My Details

» My Orders

» Frequently Asked Questions

» Contact us

» View GRO information on GOV.UK

» Births & Adoptions

» Marriage & Civil Partnership

» Death

» Family History Records

» Cookie Policy

» Apply online for a UK Passport

General Register Office Online Indexes.
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USING THE

W

e The freestyle search option allows
family historians to input names,
dates and places themselves to
search for birth and death records
(this is not available for marriage
records).

However, there are restrictions. For
deaths, freestyle is only available for
records between 1837-1957 and from
1984-2023 and for births, freestyle is
only available for records between
1837-1934 and from 1984-2023.

Also, note that if you are searching
for a recent record, you need to wait
six months after the birth or death to
access it using the GRO website.

,‘rﬁ HM Passport Office

Search the GRO Online Indexes

Which index would you like to search?
Events registered in England or Wales:

® Birth (O Death

When was the birth registered?

Year:* @ 1932 v | +/- year(s) (7]

Please enter your search criteria, mandatory fields are indicated with a i
Up to 250 matching results will be returned so providing any additional information you know will help locate the
registration you are looking for.

Who are you searching for?

Surname at Birth:* : Q@ Include: Exact Matches Only v @

Search for records with a matching surname

First Forename: |:] @ Include: Exact Matches Only V|9

Search for records with a matching first forename

Sex:" Please Select v| @

e [ e
Surname:

Where was the birth registered?

Do you already know any GRO Reference details for the registration?
Quarter: W o
[ 1@

Volume: I:] (7] Page:

EBSITE www.gro.gov.uk

General Register Office

Official information on births, adoptions, marriages,
civil partnerships and deaths in England and Wales

» Logout

» Main Menu

» 'How to Order' Guide for Customers
» Dolen canllaw fideo "Sut i Archebu"
» Place an Order

» Search the GRO Online Index

» Data Quality & Error Reporting

» My Details

» My Orders

» Frequently Asked Questions

» Contact us

» View GRO information on GOV.UK

» Births & Adoptions

» Marriage & Civil Partnership

» Death

» Family History Records

» Cookie Policy

» Apply online for a UK Passport

General Register Office Online Indexes.



BAPTISM RECORDS

e Another source of information are
baptism records but these are more
difficult to acquire.

e You will need to contact the church where
you think the baptism took place. You will
ikely need information like the exact date
of birth so that the administrator can

locate the baptism record Sample birth certification from a priest at St
Mary's Church, Euxton, 1926.

* The certificate will tell you the exact date [ .

. . it Anno 1930 die Z  mensis th/zwfl/” nataset anno 19 82die /% ‘miensis A artm Lo baptizat s
the baptism took place, where the child Dusisl 7oy | s St o
.. . ; oy L . im S ovmy fellre ) conlc
was living at the time and names of the ! . L Pabins G AWl
D = Patrinus fuit KA aylus %x//au Miatsina t‘,m Golrlins Woniian: /3(,%7 =
parents, godparents (or sponsor if it is an I e s el

DS anno ie mensis matrimonium

adult baptism) and the priest or vicar who
performed the baptism.

Sample baptism and confirmation certificate, 1952.
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MARRIAGE RECORDS

e Marriage certificates tell you the exact date the
c . . CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF MARRIAGE B T OLNFRAL R e
wedding took place and the church or registry office
where the marriage was solemnised. e

e Marriage certificates also provide the names of the
bride and groom, their ages, condition (i.e. bachelor,
spinster, widowed or divorced) and occupation
(referred to as rank or profession on older

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entey'in the certified copy of a register of Marviages in ¢ egistration District of ston
Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the

MXJ 703372

certificates).

Physical copy of the marriage certificate of

e Beyond this, marriage certificates tell you where the Charles Coulson and Alice McKerney, 1926,
bride and groom where living at the time they
married, the names of their fathers and their The marriage certificate will identity the

occupations. witnesses present at solemnisation. This
can be useful because witnesses were
often included in the official marriage
portrait shortly after solemnisation, a
tradition that period during the interwar
period and gained even greater

vicar. popularity after the Second World War.

o At the bottom of the certificate, it will state under
what religion (if any) the rites and ceremonies of
solemnisation were carried out and by which priest or

1828



CHALLENGES WITH MARRIAGE RECORDS

General Reglster Offlce

orr ial information on births, dpt riages.
|pn rships a dd aths Eg(d and Wales

e In the GRO'’s database, you will find that you cannot

research free-style for marriage certificates but instead Hiclaiiohifan Erghndaea el -
Marriage registration record b o n o Listen
. » Dolen canllaw fideo "Sut i Archebu
a G RO O-F-FI Cer I I I ust Sea rCh -For th e re CO rd based On th e Before you contact GRO for assistance, please refer to the 'How to Order’ videos here: .Q:;Z:Thgrggoomine Index
) : Data Quality & Error Reporting
General Register Office - 'How r' Guide for Cust » My Details
I I I ddfa Gofrestru Gyffredinol - Canllaw 'Sut | Archebu! ar gyfer Cwsmeriaid My Ordore ;
information you provide them. o ' z A —
Below is an England and Wales Marriage Registration Record Application Form where full : View GRO information on GOV.UK
information is required. » Births & Adoptions
Marriage & Civil Partnership
Required fields will be followed by the * character. ' E:a'_:‘ng blogy Hboosie
. . . . o o » ""le Io
e Two pieces are information the GRO require to conduct [ttt = -

Particulars of the couple in the entry required

ename for the same party must be given

a search are the exact date of marriage if possible and
the place of marriage (usually the village, town or city
nearest to where the solemnisation took place).

Date of marriage (dd/mmiyyyy)”
(If you do not know the exact date enter 01/01/1888,

we will search the specified year and one either

e |f you do not know the exact date of marriage then =
GRO allow you to type in 01/01/1884 for example and
they will search the specified year and one either side.

Screenshot of the GRO search page for
Marriage records in England and Wales

Another challenge is that GRO only provide a
physical option for marriage certificates,
costing £16 for each copy using standard

e GRO also provide the option of inputting the names of
the bride and groom and their mother or father’s

names (it is important to input the father’s name here delivery (Bessaidhas o the | werddng eay
as that is what appears on the certificate or the from the receipt of order). If you have a large
surname at the very least). family tree, this could get expensive and

there's no way around this.
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DEATH RECORDS

e Death certificates tell us the cause of death which can . @ 0BDAD 766968
reveal a lot about how that person lived, medical
terminology of the period and even highlight

1 Date snd place of deah Pl ‘ W7 1969 :

instances of hereditary disease. e tea b
_ - ” T ey i i
e The vast majority of death certificates were certitied by Wl T P

’DA—«/JL

For_oueten
3R £s o, A s

a doctor who is named on the certitficate although

D, Dhaoie B maiize

some older records went uncertified. Death il

Hhen. A, ‘-}:nlx: .St

certificates also give other specific details, including
place of death, name of deceased, their sex and age
at death and their relationship status (e.g. spouse, desth cortifeate

widowed or single). ey e W Of Elizabeth Ann
‘ U8 Prescott, 1969.

Example of a

e Death certificates are signed, usually by a relative who
was present at the death and it will usually be stated

on the certificate what their relationship was to the Like for birth certificates, GRO ofter

death certificates in physical (£12.50),

deceased. The date the death was registration and the
PDF (£8) or digital image (£3) formats.

name of the registrar will also be featured.
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SEARCHING FOR DEATH RECORDS

e If what you know about the person whose record you are
searching for is scant, GRO will search the year before and year
after the one you input. You will need to name the surname of
the person at the time they died and their sex at death.

ghe , General Register Office
%jg: H M PaSSport Offlce Official information on binh?adoptions, marriages,

civil partnerships and deaths in England and Wales

Search the GRO Online Indexes M
o, . . . . Which index would you like to search? ::o()l:n(?:acr"lrltli: f'clf;gge“
e Initially, input as much information as you can but be prepared P pa ey  Sever i oo on
I ea » Data Quality & Error

to swap and change information if nothing comes up the first o

. . . en was the death register :Contaclus

time. It may take you a few attempts to find the right record. — i S v (15l e @ o omat

. . o s x i can T » Marriage & Civil Part

AlSO, don,t be dlSheartened If yOU pay for the Wrong re CO rd- ZI::?;;;l:!g::lrn;er:rscl:‘h:r'lf'ﬁl‘::eTeat:?:;:zg?:;zs\;::;a;%l‘:::ail‘mformatlon you know will help locate the :E::::y History Recor

registration you are looking for. » Cookie Policy
» Apply online for a UK
Who are you searching for?

e Sometimes it is a case of trial and error. Unfortunately, GRO do Ao — 1T —
not offer refunds simply because it is not the record you were E,:h’?i%o inciude: [ Exact Watchos Oy 7]
looking for. Once you have inputted the information you know, R
you will be presented with a list of records that in some way st (e TR i
match your search. Sometimes it is actually better to input less ) .
information into the search so then you can wade through a B O K s 5 5 M
longer list if you didn’t find the right record the first time. voure:  [_]O e [0

[Soarch I Rosat

e The list will tell you first name, surname, the place where the
death was registered and the age of the person at death. Be
aware of different or erroneous name spellings as these can

Screenshot of the search console for death records
on the GRO Online Indexes

prevent you from finding the correct record.
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CENSUS RECORDS

Th.ﬂ!dnuuutlnli!h-nllodnnﬁstnﬂulilnlhln‘ullofdn

Za “x -

e The oldest England Census of value to m lrasdl Dt | 7%
0 e i o e e

family historians given that it recorded il ""”’"5%”"”5'4"’242:"__ “’””"""'Ww 2

every person by name dates to 1841. This

: .-V W‘Iﬁﬂ m
and subsequent England censuses up to __..W,,,,’.’:mz?q’.";g.m Costas
__.-r J"’ % %"vm-mlv

the 1921 census recently released to
Ancestry.co.uk in January 2025. In fact,
this census will be last to be released to
the public until 2051 given that the 1931
England census was destroyed and the

1941 England census never took place to
due to the Second World War. As for the
1921 census specifically, this was the first

Sample page from the 1861 England Census.

Information from censuses tell us who lived in a certain
household, their relation to the head of the household, marital

census to recognise divorce as a marital condition, age, occupation and where they were born
status along with greater detail about (although only the general village, town or city will be stated).
oeople’s place of birth and educational The greatest use of censuses to family historians is to piece

: together a timeline of our ancestors’ movements based on
status compared to previous censuses. . P
the ten-year gap between censuses in England. Difficulties

with census records include that they can be difficult to read.
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MILITARY RECORDS

The best place to start is the archive of the battalion that your
ancestor served in, who will likely provide you with relevant

nominal rolls, service records, casualty lists, rolls of honour and, B = CLAYTON AND
if you're lucky, letters that specifically mention your ancestorf(s). A WHITTLE AT WAR
. . . 1914 -1919
If you wish to access World War Two documents, you will likely L ——

need to make a freedom of information request with the
National Archives who will converse with the Ministry of

Defence.

Some local and national websites have excellent
information compiled about those who served.

The process for accessing such records can be lengthy. For
example, my request for access to my great-great uncle Edward
McKerney's documents from WW2 took ten months. But the wait
can be worth it.

These original documents give you many details about your | o
ancestors’ medical history, records of where they served and Eih e
information about their enlistment and the reason for their 2 :

discharge.

Samples from Edward
McKerney's World War
Two documents.

However, before sharing these records with others, you should
check with the National Archives about your right to share for
educational purposes.
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IMMIGRATION RECORDS

e

e Migration sometimes appears in the history of a
family and is often a topic of academic interest if
the migration can be framed as having broader
relevance to our understanding of a subject.

s’ a——

pyptRyiepshRinbiR
Ak

%
; L N A ] (R
PO A R B . -

D

* The easiest way to access immigration records is
through websites like Ancestry.co.uk. These
records are likely to include the name, sex,
nationality, age, birth date or year, place of

origin, departure port and destination of an
Immigrant.
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e These historical records will also tell you the

arrival date, arrival port and the name of the ship
they were on when they travelled.

ke

Rad

-
=

Sample of an Arriving Passenger and Crew List
from Liverpool to New York, 1864.
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INTERNATIONAL RECORDS

e Fach country has its own birth, marriage
and death records database.

e Forthe U.S., many of these appear on
Ancestry.com but for most other
countries, you need to find out which
government ministry or department
holds these records and make a request
for a birth, marriage or death certificate.

e This can be another lengthy process,
including when waiting for the physical
certificate to arrive from tfaraway places.

1828

New Zealand
Death Certificate

name(s)  Anthony
me  McMellon

21 October 1974
ublic Hospital Palmerston North

) Myocardial Infarction - 9 Days

18 October 1974

b Male
(birth 52 years 31 July 1922
rth  United Kingdom
e 28
ss 1053 Tremaine Avenue
Palmerston North
Dairy Proprietor Ex Serviceman
23 October 1974

Plac
SPOUSE/ Kathleen June
PARTNER: Su y Christiansen

1974045081

Sample death certificate from New Zealand for
Anthony McMellon, 1974.



PROBATE RECORDS

e Once probate is granted in England and Wales, wills and

records related to the probate process become public which
may contain details about your ancestors’ property and
possessions at death or disputes over their will. If the person v U

follnwing ol ply ingtead of this clause

died after 1857, you will be able to use the government’s £ o B o o AN RS
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of you is, that in what-
soever [ you may be you will
remember me at Altar of Gad
5, Mercy. ¥4 1
In the Most Ho ame
pray for the Soul

Joseph Prescott

Who Died April 1Ith, 1930,
“oviified u of Holy Church
AGcep 75 YrARS,

And was Interrad at St. Chad’s:
South Hill, on the ISth.

tlest Heart of jesus, ever
esent in the Blessed Sacra-
asumed with burning
1€ poor captive souls ing
y, have mercy on the
of Thy servant, JOSEPH,
bring himfrom the shadows ofexile
} (o the bright »me. of Heaven,
t Thou and
have wovean fo
a crown of unfading bliss..—Amen
Sweet Heart of Jesus, be Thou
ny love.—300 days Indulgence.
Sweet of Mary,
salvation 2ys Indulgence
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ANTIQUE PHOTOGRAPHS

e Date estimation: dating antique
ohotographs helps with identitying the
subjects and analysing the item.

e Key features: what features can you spot
about your antique photograph that may
provide insight on the attitudes, customs
and tastes of the period?

e History of photography: what could your
antique photographs tell us about the
development of photography, including
the popularisation of certain mount
types in certain places or periods?

1828
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TIMELINE OF WHEN EACH PHOTOGRAPH
MOUNT TYPE WAS INVENTED
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Daguerreotype

1839

Ambrotype

1853 1854
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TIMELINE OF WHEN EACH PHOTOGRAPH

MOUNT TYPE WAS INVENTED

Carte postale

“LaveERs WaLK rnoM BRIOSE,

Cabinet card

ISIte

Carte de v

1865

1863

1854

1828



TIMELINE OF WHEN EACH PHOTOGRAPH
MOUNT TYPE WAS INVENTED

Thumb photograph Stick-on card photograph White-border photograph

circa 1900 circa 1900 1920s
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ORGANISING AND STORING YOUR
ANTIQUE PHOTOGRAPHS

Place each antique
photograph into an acid-free

PELCO0d. fortrote oF
| (viaq Margarer POt

olastic wallet. e

Add a sticky label to the top
right corner of each plastic

wallet.

Attach each plastic wallet to a
lever arch file, ordering the
photographs chronologically.

1828



ART BY ANCESTORS

e Not only should we
as family historians
try to collect any art
created by our
ancestors, we should

Portrait of Francis
McMellon (1892—
1976).

organise and
document their body

e T, S

The Boathouse by Francis
McMellon, 1921.

of artwork.

(L — =
The Riverhouse by Francis McMellon,
1921.
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e As one-of-a-kind primary sources,
letters and diaries are often key to
understanding our ancestors on a
deeper level.

e Historians are also often interested in
letters given their status as primary
sources, especially if their content can
be framed as part of a broader study
that is historically relevant.

e A letter is most likely personal and
addresses a specific situation but
consider what broader themes the
letter relates to. Does the letter let us
anything about broader attitudes at
the time? Does the letter shed new
light on a subject?
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OTHER HEIRLOOMS AND ITEMS OF
POTENTIAL HISTORICAL VALUE

Jewellery Of historical interest
: : : are...

Victorian and Edwardian photo albums

Kitchenware and recipes Provenance and rarity

Samplers and scrapbooks Cultural significance

Collectibles (stamps, coins etc.) , ,
Victoriana and

Military memorabilia Edwardiana

Musical instruments T
Significant

Antiques accomplishments



CREATING DURING YOUR FAMILY

ISTORY

RESEARCH

Legacy videos — a digital record of ancestors’ stories.

Family heritage journal or scrapbook — a written recorad

of anecdotes and family stories.

Heritage cookbook — invite your relatives to submit

their favourite family recipes.

Family history blog — create a website or blog that

features articles of various lengths and detail about

your ancestors.



T0 MINUTES

DISCUSS WITH PEOPLE ON YOUR TABLE:
BEST PRACTICES IN FAMILY

HISTORY RESEARCH

WRITE ON THE BOARDS




DISCUSSION:
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH SOLUTIONS

Seek Expert Help
Expand Your Search Contact distant relatives

There are often expert genealogists
who provide services to help family
historians in the local area. Many local
archives also have a list of record

agents on their website who you can
light from your immediate family. with relocating records, especially if

Use Diverse Sources you are not local to the archives.
Explore census records, birth, marriage, Patience and Persistence

and death certificates, parish registers,
passenger lists, directories, and military
records.

Expplere ol liorames, arcniies: Get in touch with distant relatives

historical societies, and newspapers :
Ber to see if they have uncovered any

for additional information. , ,
information that has not come to

Remain Organised
Try not to be discouraged by dead ends.

Perhaps take a break and come back later
to a particular branch of your family history

Develop a system for organising your
research notes, documents and sources to

that you are finding difficult. There are avoid misplacing important information.

always other areas to focus on I've found.

Talk with other Other solutions

family historians Consider Alternative Spellings Research related family lines, refine your research
_ . _ questions and goals over time to avoid your
Join family history societies Consider that your ancestors may have research becoming directionless, explore social
and clubs and for' help if spelled their names differently or misspelt and local history as this might raise previously
you're struggling. names when filling out official records. unexplored avenues of research you can explore in

the context of your own family.
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