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R E C A P P I N G  T H E  F I R S T  W O R K S H O P

• We looked at:


• Challenges in family history 
research.


• Creating legacy videos.


• Presenting your family tree.


• How to parlay your research so 
that it has historical relevance.

Brandon Taylorian 
(Project Lead and 

Research Associate at the 
University of Lancashire)



T O D AY ’ S  W O R K S H O P

• Inspirations for developing historical relevance and the 
homework task.


• Collecting information about ancestors from various types of 
official records.


• Antique photographs and heirlooms.


• Places of interment, funerary traditions and memorialisation.


• Newspapers and other secondary sources.



GIVING YOUR 
RESEARCH HISTORICAL 

RELEVANCE



W H AT  T H E M E S  M I G H T  G I V E  FA M I LY  
H I S T O R Y  ‘ H I S T O R I C A L  R E L E VA N C E ’ ?

Migration

Involvement in 
a religious 
movement

Attitudes or customs 
in a particular period 

such as attitudes 
towards women

Involvement in a 
particular industry 
or occupational 
achievements

Crime

Involvement in a 
social, cultural or 

political movement

Military service

Religious persecution

Family history best practice

Artistry and analysing 
creative works



S P E C I F I C  E X A M P L E  O F  G I V I N G  FA M I LY  
H I S T O R Y  ‘ H I S T O R I C A L  R E L E VA N C E ’

• My 4th great-grandparents Hugh and Mary 
McKerney emigrated with their five children 
from Ireland to Lancashire in 1855 to escape the 
aftermath of the Irish Potato Famine.


• One of the McKerney sons committed 
domestic violence and murder against his wife 
in Preston in 1876. Another McKerney daughter 
was killed by a mob in Preston in 1887.


• I parlayed the McKerney’s migration account 
and the instances of alcoholism, violence 
against women and murders in the family into a 
broad discussion of English attitudes towards 
the Irish in the nineteenth century.

Preston Chronicle, 20th July 1876.

Lancashire Evening Post, 3rd January 1887.



Q U E S T I O N S  T O  C O N S I D E R

Is what my ancestors experienced an outlier or is a 
similar sentiment reflected in other accounts?


Could what my ancestor(s) did/create/write tell us 
something new about a particular movement/

period/place/industry?




P R E S E N T I N G  FA M I LY  H I S T O R Y  R E S E A R C H

There are numerous outlets available to present 
your family history research, ranging from informal 

to peer-reviewed. You can build your skills over time 
to work towards producing a peer-reviewed article.

Self-published book Peer-reviewed article for an 
academic journal.

Local historical society 
newsletter

Online video presentations

Online article for local history 
organisation

Short 
lectures at 

conferences



H O W  T O  S TA R T

• Write a short article between 500 and 
1,000 words for a local historical society.


• These often do not require 
referencing or extensive historical 
analysis.


• Such publications often focus more 
on captivating storytelling.


• Encourages good practice in 
presenting your research in a concise 
way.



W O R K I N G  Y O U R  W AY  T O  A  P E E R - R E V I E W E D  
A R T I C L E

• Original research that contributes to knowledge.


• A methodology designed to address the 
research question.


• Sound arguments and evidence presented to 
support.


• Article content is referenced throughout from 
credible sources.


• The article’s topic should fit within the scope 
and focus of the journal.


• Clear and concise writing.



H O M E W O R K  TA S K

Is there any aspect of your family history 
research that might have historical relevance?


Make a plan (consider the broader themes you wish to 
address and how your research will contribute something 

new to knowledge)


Collect resources that support your argument


Share with us at the start of Workshop 2



COLLECTING 
RECORDS



B I R T H  R E C O R D S

• Although often dry, the 
information in birth, marriage and 
death records is essential in 
establishing a timeline of 
ancestors’ lives as timestamps.


• Birth certificates tell you the exact 
date and place of birth, name at 
birth, sex of the baby, parents’ 
names and father’s occupation.


• Birth certificates have a signer 
(usually one of the parents), with 
the date of the signature 
recorded and name of the 
registrar.

Sample birth certificate from 1932.



B I R T H  R E C O R D S

• As of April 2025, the General Register 
Office (GRO) charges £3 per record for a 
digital image; £8 for a PDF version; and 
the physical copy £12.50 for standard 
delivery.


• Beware, the digital image format is 
automated and sometimes cuts off a 
piece of the record (GRO usually offer 
refunds in this case but will suggest you 
get the PDF version for such records).


• Once you start acquiring birth certificates 
(either in physical or digital format), 
ensure you organise them so you have 
easy access. Label them clearly and 
organise them either according to person 
or certificate type (you can have all of your 
birth certificates in one computer folder 
and all your death certificates in another). General Register Office Online Indexes.

www.gro.gov.uk



U S I N G  T H E  W E B S I T E

• The freestyle search option allows 
family historians to input names, 
dates and places themselves to 
search for birth and death records 
(this is not available for marriage 
records).


• However, there are restrictions. For 
deaths, freestyle is only available for 
records between 1837–1957 and from 
1984–2023 and for births, freestyle is 
only available for records between 
1837–1934 and from 1984–2023.


• Also, note that if you are searching 
for a recent record, you need to wait 
six months after the birth or death to 
access it using the GRO website. General Register Office Online Indexes.

www.gro.gov.uk



B A P T I S M  R E C O R D S

• Another source of information are 
baptism records but these are more 
difficult to acquire.


• You will need to contact the church where 
you think the baptism took place. You will 
likely need information like the exact date 
of birth so that the administrator can 
locate the baptism record.


• The certificate will tell you the exact date 
the baptism took place, where the child 
was living at the time and names of the 
parents, godparents (or sponsor if it is an 
adult baptism) and the priest or vicar who 
performed the baptism.

Sample birth certification from a priest at St 
Mary’s Church, Euxton, 1926.

Sample baptism and confirmation certificate, 1952.



M A R R I A G E  R E C O R D S

• Marriage certificates tell you the exact date the 
wedding took place and the church or registry office 
where the marriage was solemnised.


• Marriage certificates also provide the names of the 
bride and groom, their ages, condition (i.e. bachelor, 
spinster, widowed or divorced) and occupation 
(referred to as rank or profession on older 
certificates).


• Beyond this, marriage certificates tell you where the 
bride and groom where living at the time they 
married, the names of their fathers and their 
occupations.


• At the bottom of the certificate, it will state under 
what religion (if any) the rites and ceremonies of 
solemnisation were carried out and by which priest or 
vicar.

Physical copy of the marriage certificate of 
Charles Coulson and Alice McKerney, 1926.

The marriage certificate will identify the 
witnesses present at solemnisation. This 
can be useful because witnesses were 
often included in the official marriage 
portrait shortly after solemnisation, a 

tradition that period during the interwar 
period and gained even greater 

popularity after the Second World War.



C H A L L E N G E S  W I T H  M A R R I A G E  R E C O R D S

• In the GRO’s database, you will find that you cannot 
research free-style for marriage certificates but instead 
a GRO officer must search for the record based on the 
information you provide them.


• Two pieces are information the GRO require to conduct 
a search are the exact date of marriage if possible and 
the place of marriage (usually the village, town or city 
nearest to where the solemnisation took place).


• If you do not know the exact date of marriage then 
GRO allow you to type in 01/01/1884 for example and 
they will search the specified year and one either side.


• GRO also provide the option of inputting the names of 
the bride and groom and their mother or father’s 
names (it is important to input the father’s name here 
as that is what appears on the certificate or the 
surname at the very least).

Screenshot of the GRO search page for 
Marriage records in England and Wales

Another challenge is that GRO only provide a 
physical option for marriage certificates, 
costing £16 for each copy using standard 

delivery (despatched on the 15th working day 
from the receipt of order). If you have a large 

family tree, this could get expensive and 
there’s no way around this.



D E AT H  R E C O R D S

• Death certificates tell us the cause of death which can 
reveal a lot about how that person lived, medical 
terminology of the period and even highlight 
instances of hereditary disease.


• The vast majority of death certificates were certified by 
a doctor who is named on the certificate although 
some older records went uncertified. Death 
certificates also give other specific details, including 
place of death, name of deceased, their sex and age 
at death and their relationship status (e.g. spouse, 
widowed or single).


• Death certificates are signed, usually by a relative who 
was present at the death and it will usually be stated 
on the certificate what their relationship was to the 
deceased. The date the death was registration and the 
name of the registrar will also be featured.

Example of a 
death certificate 
of Elizabeth Ann 
Prescott, 1969.

Like for birth certificates, GRO offer 
death certificates in physical (£12.50), 
PDF (£8) or digital image (£3) formats.



S E A R C H I N G  F O R  D E AT H  R E C O R D S

• If what you know about the person whose record you are 
searching for is scant, GRO will search the year before and year 
after the one you input. You will need to name the surname of 
the person at the time they died and their sex at death.


• Initially, input as much information as you can but be prepared 
to swap and change information if nothing comes up the first 
time. It may take you a few attempts to find the right record. 
Also, don’t be disheartened if you pay for the wrong record.


• Sometimes it is a case of trial and error. Unfortunately, GRO do 
not offer refunds simply because it is not the record you were 
looking for. Once you have inputted the information you know, 
you will be presented with a list of records that in some way 
match your search. Sometimes it is actually better to input less 
information into the search so then you can wade through a 
longer list if you didn’t find the right record the first time.


• The list will tell you first name, surname, the place where the 
death was registered and the age of the person at death. Be 
aware of different or erroneous name spellings as these can 
prevent you from finding the correct record.

Screenshot of the search console for death records 
on the GRO Online Indexes



C E N S U S  R E C O R D S

• The oldest England Census of value to 
family historians given that it recorded 
every person by name dates to 1841. This 
and subsequent England censuses up to 
the 1921 census recently released to 
Ancestry.co.uk in January 2025. In fact, 
this census will be last to be released to 
the public until 2051 given that the 1931 
England census was destroyed and the 
1941 England census never took place to 
due to the Second World War. As for the 
1921 census specifically, this was the first 
census to recognise divorce as a marital 
status along with greater detail about 
people’s place of birth and educational 
status compared to previous censuses.

Sample page from the 1861 England Census.

Information from censuses tell us who lived in a certain 
household, their relation to the head of the household, marital 

condition, age, occupation and where they were born 
(although only the general village, town or city will be stated). 
The greatest use of censuses to family historians is to piece 
together a timeline of our ancestors’ movements based on 
the ten-year gap between censuses in England. Difficulties 

with census records include that they can be difficult to read.



M I L I TA R Y  R E C O R D S
• The best place to start is the archive of the battalion that your 

ancestor served in, who will likely provide you with relevant 
nominal rolls, service records, casualty lists, rolls of honour and, 
if you’re lucky, letters that specifically mention your ancestor(s).


• If you wish to access World War Two documents, you will likely 
need to make a freedom of information request with the 
National Archives who will converse with the Ministry of 
Defence.


• The process for accessing such records can be lengthy. For 
example, my request for access to my great-great uncle Edward 
McKerney’s documents from WW2 took ten months. But the wait 
can be worth it.


• These original documents give you many details about your 
ancestors’ medical history, records of where they served and 
information about their enlistment and the reason for their 
discharge.


• However, before sharing these records with others, you should 
check with the National Archives about your right to share for 
educational purposes. 

Samples from Edward 
McKerney’s World War 

Two documents.

Some local and national websites have excellent 
information compiled about those who served.



I M M I G R AT I O N  R E C O R D S

• Migration sometimes appears in the history of a 
family and is often a topic of academic interest if 
the migration can be framed as having broader 
relevance to our understanding of a subject.


• The easiest way to access immigration records is 
through websites like Ancestry.co.uk. These 
records are likely to include the name, sex, 
nationality, age, birth date or year, place of 
origin, departure port and destination of an 
immigrant. 


• These historical records will also tell you the 
arrival date, arrival port and the name of the ship 
they were on when they travelled.

Sample of an Arriving Passenger and Crew List 
from Liverpool to New York, 1864. 



I N T E R N AT I O N A L  R E C O R D S

• Each country has its own birth, marriage 
and death records database.


• For the U.S., many of these appear on 
Ancestry.com but for most other 
countries, you need to find out which 
government ministry or department 
holds these records and make a request 
for a birth, marriage or death certificate.


• This can be another lengthy process, 
including when waiting for the physical 
certificate to arrive from faraway places.

Sample death certificate from New Zealand for 
Anthony McMellon, 1974.



P R O B AT E  R E C O R D S
• Once probate is granted in England and Wales, wills and 

records related to the probate process become public which 
may contain details about your ancestors’ property and 
possessions at death or disputes over their will. If the person 
died after 1857, you will be able to use the government’s 
online service. For those who died before then, you should 
check your local archive to see if their will was retained. You 
may also find details on Ancestry.co.uk which has access to 
the England and Wales National Probate Calendar.

Sample of a 
modern will and 
signed probate.

Last will and 
testament of Miles 

Shaw, 1850. 
Retrieved from 

Lancashire Archives.



ANTIQUE 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
& HEIRLOOMS



A N T I Q U E  P H O T O G R A P H S

• Date estimation: dating antique 
photographs helps with identifying the 
subjects and analysing the item.


• Key features: what features can you spot 
about your antique photograph that may 
provide insight on the attitudes, customs 
and tastes of the period?


• History of photography: what could your 
antique photographs tell us about the 
development of photography, including 
the popularisation of certain mount 
types in certain places or periods?



T I M E L I N E  O F  W H E N  E A C H  P H O T O G R A P H  
M O U N T  T Y P E  W A S  I N V E N T E D

Tintype AmbrotypeDaguerreotype

1839 18541853



T I M E L I N E  O F  W H E N  E A C H  P H O T O G R A P H  
M O U N T  T Y P E  W A S  I N V E N T E D

Carte de visite Cabinet card Carte postale

1854 1863 1865



T I M E L I N E  O F  W H E N  E A C H  P H O T O G R A P H  
M O U N T  T Y P E  W A S  I N V E N T E D

Stick-on card photographThumb photograph White-border photograph

circa 1900circa 1900 1920s



O R G A N I S I N G  A N D  S T O R I N G  Y O U R  
A N T I Q U E  P H O T O G R A P H S

1. Place each antique 
photograph into an acid-free 
plastic wallet.


2. Add a sticky label to the top 
right corner of each plastic 
wallet.


3. Attach each plastic wallet to a 
lever arch file, ordering the 
photographs chronologically.



A R T  B Y  A N C E S T O R S

• Not only should we 
as family historians 
try to collect any art 
created by our 
ancestors, we should 
organise and 
document their body 
of artwork.

The Boathouse by Francis 
McMellon, 1921.

The Riverhouse by Francis McMellon, 
1921.

Portrait of Francis 
McMellon (1892–

1976).



L E T T E R S  &  D I A R I E S  B Y  A N C E S T O R S

• As one-of-a-kind primary sources, 
letters and diaries are often key to 
understanding our ancestors on a 
deeper level.


• Historians are also often interested in 
letters given their status as primary 
sources, especially if their content can 
be framed as part of a broader study 
that is historically relevant.


• A letter is most likely personal and 
addresses a specific situation but 
consider what broader themes the 
letter relates to. Does the letter let us 
anything about broader attitudes at 
the time? Does the letter shed new 
light on a subject?

Letter by Alastair to 
George and Monica 

Bolton sent from Akula 
in Northern Zaïre, 5th 

May 1989.

Letter from Edmund and 
Hannah Moon to Hannah’s 

brother Henry Moon in Utah 
who was one of the first British 

Mormons to emigrate to 
America, 11th February 1879.

Letter by Henry 
Warbrick to his 

sister Anastasia sent 
from the trenches 
during World War 

One, 11th 
November 1917.



O T H E R  H E I R L O O M S  A N D  I T E M S  O F  
P O T E N T I A L  H I S T O R I C A L  VA L U E

• Jewellery


• Victorian and Edwardian photo albums


• Kitchenware and recipes


• Samplers and scrapbooks


• Collectibles (stamps, coins etc.)


• Military memorabilia


• Musical instruments


• Antiques

Of historical interest 
are…


Provenance and rarity


Cultural significance


Victoriana and 
Edwardiana


Significant 
accomplishments



C R E AT I N G  D U R I N G  Y O U R  FA M I LY  
H I S T O R Y  R E S E A R C H

• Legacy videos – a digital record of ancestors’ stories.


• Family heritage journal or scrapbook – a written record 
of anecdotes and family stories.


• Heritage cookbook – invite your relatives to submit 
their favourite family recipes.


• Family history blog – create a website or blog that 
features articles of various lengths and detail about 
your ancestors. 



D I S C U S S  W I T H  P E O P L E  O N  Y O U R  TA B L E : 


B E S T  P R A C T I C E S  I N  FA M I LY  
H I S T O RY  R E S E A R C H

1 0  M I N U T E S

W R I T E  O N  T H E  B O A R D S



D I S C U S S I O N : 

FA M I LY  H I S T O RY  R E S E A R C H  S O L U T I O N S

Expand Your Search
Explore local libraries, archives, 

historical societies, and newspapers 
for additional information. 

Contact distant relatives

Get in touch with distant relatives 
to see if they have uncovered any 
information that has not come to 
light from your immediate family.

Use Diverse Sources
Explore census records, birth, marriage, 
and death certificates, parish registers, 
passenger lists, directories, and military 

records.

Talk with other 
family historians

Join family history societies 
and clubs and for help if 

you’re struggling.

Consider Alternative Spellings

Consider that your ancestors may have 
spelled their names differently or misspelt 

names when filling out official records.

Seek Expert Help
There are often expert genealogists 
who provide services to help family 

historians in the local area. Many local 
archives also have a list of record 

agents on their website who you can 
with relocating records, especially if 

you are not local to the archives.

Patience and Persistence
Try not to be discouraged by dead ends. 

Perhaps take a break and come back later 
to a particular branch of your family history 

that you are finding difficult. There are 
always other areas to focus on I’ve found.

Remain Organised
Develop a system for organising your 

research notes, documents and sources to 
avoid misplacing important information.

Other solutions
Research related family lines, refine your research 

questions and goals over time to avoid your 
research becoming directionless, explore social 
and local history as this might raise previously 

unexplored avenues of research you can explore in 
the context of your own family.


























