
The scrapbook was part of a wider
educational approach that encouraged
children to learn by doing. Warbrick
was not simply told about geography
or travel; he was asked to create his
own record of it. He drew maps,
calculated distances, wrote daily
diaries and collected visual materials
such as postcards. This process has
been described as a “pedagogy of
making,” where learning happens
through creating and assembling.
Warbrick’s scrapbook demonstrates
this clearly. Each page required
decisions: what to include, how to
arrange it, and how to present it.
Through these choices, he was not just
recording his journey but actively
shaping his understanding of it. This
form of learning encouraged
independence, attention to detail and a
sense of ownership over knowledge—
skills that would later become central
to his life as a long-distance walker.

One of the most striking features of the
scrapbook is Warbrick’s use of maps. He
carefully plotted the route from Lancashire
to Suffolk, marking towns, distances and
times. Later pages show detailed maps of
East Anglia, with roads, rivers and
settlements carefully labelled. These maps
are more than school exercises. They show
a young person learning to navigate space,
to understand how places connect, and to
translate movement into visual form.

FROM SCRAPBOOK TO SUMMIT: HOW A
SCHOOLBOY’S JOURNEY IN 1951 BECAME

A LIFETIME OF LONG-DISTANCE HIKING
In July 1951, a fourteen-year-old boy named William Warbrick travelled from
Lancashire to Kessingland Camp on the Suffolk coast. Like many schoolchildren of his
generation, he was encouraged to record the experience in a scrapbook. What he
produced was far more than a simple keepsake. Filled with maps, diary entries, lists
and carefully arranged mementoes, the scrapbook reveals a young mind learning to
observe, organise and reflect on the world around him. At first glance, it captures a
single summer. Yet, when viewed alongside Warbrick’s later life, it becomes
something more significant: the starting point of a lifelong relationship with walking,
landscape and exploration.

LEARNING THROUGH MAKING

MAPPING THE JOURNEY
Scrapbook by William Warbrick, 1951.
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