FROM TRUNKS TO STREETS: WINDRUSH
AND BRITISH HERITAGE IN PRESTON: THE
LIFE OF OSWALD ANDREW (1938-2014)

\of British heritage today.

This article argues that personal heritage materials—such as family photographs, |
documents, and stories—reveal how members of the Windrush generation, Caribbean-
born British citizens, built lives in Preston through work, social interaction, inclusion,
and faith. it also considers how these experiences were passed down to their children
and descendants, shaping identity, values, and a sense of belonging across
generations. By bringing these stories into public view, this article demonstrates how
Windrush history continues beyond the first generation and remains an important part
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Photographs of Oswald Andrew in the 1970Os.
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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The arrival of the Windrush generation
from the Caribbean in the late 1940s
through to the 1960s marked a
significant moment in British history. As
Caribbean-born British citizens, many
travelled to the United Kingdom to
support post-war reconstruction, taking
up roles in industries such as
manufacturing, transport, and public
services. In towns such as Preston, these
individuals became part of the local
workforce and wider community. Beyond
employment, social interaction and

Ehurches, induding the Seventh-daf
Adventist Church, played a vital role in
supporting families, offering spiritual
guidance, stability, and a sense of

belonging. Community spaces such as pubs,
e | social clubs, and youth environments also

| lindividuals connected, shared culture, and

built friendships. However, this period was
also marked by discrimination and
exclusion. Many individuals experienced
unequal treatment in housing,
employment, and policing. These
challenges shaped how Caribbean-born
British citizens navigated British society,
strengthening community bonds and
reinforcing the importance of shared
spaces for resilience and inclusion.

HERITAGE MATERIAL AND
LIVED EXPERIENCE

The materials used in this project include]
personal photographs of my father and his
friend Mr Adams, a British passport issued
in Dominica, and family stories passed
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jnclusion were essential to everyday life. )

gown through generations. )













