WAR ISN'T ALWAYS FUTILE:
WHEN HARRY MET MAGGIE DURING THE
FIRST WORLD WAR

Rs the saying goes, ‘war is futile’, which belies the idea that the catastrophic costs of
war, in terms of destruction and mass casualties, outweigh any potential benefits. This
article considers the notion of the futility of war from the viewpoint of one family from
Preston, during the Great War of 1914-1918. My conclusions may appear selfish, as |
will put forward the argument that war is not always futile, in fact, for some of us, like
me, it is the reason | exist. This article centres on the Richmond family, who were
mainly based in the Frenchwood area of Preston. William Richmond, born in Preston in
1833, and his wife Margery (née Beardwood), born at Farington in 1835, had a large
family of 11 children born between 1856 and 1876, 9 of whom survived into
adulthood. This story concentrates on the families of 2 of those children: John, born in
1861, and Elizabeth, my direct ancestor, born in 1863. John and Elizabeth’s children
\came of age during the First World War and therefore faced its consequences.
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Charles has no marked grave. However, a
search of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission website reveals that he is
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial
and his name can still be seen on the Roll
of Honour to the fallen heroes of Preston,
in the Harris Museum stairwell.

To make matters worse for the family,
they feared they had lost another son,
Edward, to the war, but thankfully, news
was received by them in April 1918, that
he was still alive but a prisoner of war in
Germany.

The family’s grief at the loss of Charles is
paipable in their memoriam. The relief to
find out that Edward was safe must have
been huge. Five of this family’s six sons
would have been eligible to fight in the
First World War and that must have been
worrying for John and Emily Richmond.
Interestingly though, the war records of
another son John, show he was rejected
by the army. It would be interesting to
know if he felt relief or shame upon
discovering the fates of two of his
brothers.

| have to thank long lost Richmond
relatives in Australia, who named the
young soldier in the photograph left
amongst my great grandma’s mementoes
because, without them, | would never
have known about my connection to the
name on the Harris Museum stairwell and
| would never have been able to light a
candle for Charles Richmond, my first
cousin 3 times removed, at the cenotaph
in Preston, in the ceremony that marked
100 years since WW1. Our family will
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My great grandmother, Margaret
“Maggie” Breakell, kept a photo of her
uniformed cousin Charles Richmond
amongst her possessions until she died
in 1976. She long outlived him but kept
her memories of him. Margaret was the
daughter of William Breakell and
Elizabeth Richmond, born in Preston on
the 13 January 1895. Amongst great
grandma’s possessions when she died
were photos of another young soldier
with blonde hair and a handsome,
young face. This face is well known to
me, as this soldier was my great
grandfather but how did Maggie meet
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Family lore states that Harry met Maggie
by chance, when she was his nurse at
Moor Park Hospital, which received
wounded soldiers. Recorded in Harry's
notebook, found in his damaged wallet
and almost illegible, is that he was
wounded in July 1916 by shrapnel, in
the arm and back. He was sent to
England on 15 July and hospitalised for
two days by 25 July. It appears to be
this short window in which he met
Maggie, however, | am yet to find a
record of the hospital that Harry was
sent to nor a record of whether my

great grandmother ever worked there. |










