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	THE FATHER, THE PAWNBROKER AND THE APPRENTICE: TRADE, TRUST AND ASPIRATION IN 19TH CENTURY LIVERPOOL
	Ralph Ellis had worked for everything he had. Born in 1800, in the expanding world of late Georgian Liverpool, nothing came easily—and nothing was wasted. Ralph was a cooper, a skilled artisan making barrels.  He and his wife had five children, but not all survived—a common tragedy in working-class families.  He wanted the best start for his children. In 1849, at just thirteen, his son John was apprenticed to pawnbroker Escott Richards. Ralph paid £20—a significant investment—to secure the opportunity. Pawnbroking thrived in a city of uncertain wages. It offered stability, skill, and potential wealth and respectability.
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