
None of my immediate family were born in the same county, 
let alone the same town. In over 100 years, the ancestor 
born closest to me geographically is Mary Berry, one of my 
great­great grandmothers. 

In 1856, there would have been no 192 bus, but the road 
between Stockport and Manchester was turnpiked. Her birth 
certificate records that she was born at Midway. Then, it was 
cottages mostly surrounded by fields but the mills were 
coming. Her father is described as a machine printer.  In 
2006, when I obtained her birth certificate, I knew of the 
Midway as a pub.

The family did not stay in Levenshulme long. By the 1861 
census they were in Oswaldtwistle, a decade later in Love 
Clough, also Lancashire. Although she had 3 siblings born in 
Scotland, one was born in Church also near Accrington, 11 
months before the 1871 census. Mary was married aged 24 
in Clayton­le­Moors, in the Church of the New Jerusalem 
(CNJ) in 1881.
I think it is possible that her family were "missionaries" for 
the church because such movement is relatively unusual in 
this time period.

Swedenborg himself,was a mathematician, scientist, 
astronomer and philosopher, as well as a spiritualist and 
medium. He was born into a mine­owning family and thus 
was afforded time in his youth to study and travel. He spent 
4 years in his 20s in England, scouring bookshops and 
learning craft skills as well as science. Although he did 
return to Sweden and work, he could afford time to think 
and write. He had followers, however he did not found a 
church.

The Church of the New Jerusalem still exists and is of interest, 
to me at least, because its very name evokes the sentiment in 
William Blake's preface to his "Milton: A Poem in Two Books" 
which was cut into the hymn "Jerusalem". 

Both William and his wife Catherine signed the Minute Book of 
the General Conference of the Church in April 1789 which 
rejected both Old Protestantism and Catholicism. The Church of 
the New Jerusalem was founded by followers of Emmanuel 
Swedenborg, in a hairdressers off Cold Bath Field. At the time, 
it would have been notable for opposing slavery and for 
advocating exploration of belief, not pure faith. The Blakes did 
not believe in organised religion and never joined the church. 
My ancestors did. They "dissented" from the 39 articles of the 
Church of England.

The earliest traces I have found are in the baptism of Mary's 
father James at the Stand Lane church in Pilkington in 1822. 
The most recent in a newsletter of mentioning her husband in 
Clayton­le­Moors in the late 1880s. 

The Heritage and History project has reminded me that I am a 
lousy record keeper. Notes are on scraps of paper or in 
disparate files on different devices. Overleaf, I attempt to form 
a narrative of more recent discoveries.

With the UK government currently putting digital ID out to 
consultation, and the apparent final destruction of the welfare 
state, it is up to you the reader to decide if there is any 
historical precedence.

The most common advice when pursuing family history 
is to start with what you know. The basics being births, 
marriages and deaths (BMDs).As a co­researcher with 
this project, I decided to look beyond these entries. This 
has been possible because much of Lancashire Archives 
has been digitised and is available on ancestry.co.uk 

By "turning" those pages backwards, I found that the 
book was initially compiled on the cusp of civil 
registration in England which begun on 1 July1837. As 
an authorised Church, these christenings were to shortly 
become as valid a proof of identity as baptisms in the 
Established Church, that is the Church of England.

Let's be civil looks at the legal background whilst 
dipping into the history of the Church of the New 
Jerusalem. 

Let one religion’s pleasure gain
 I leave the world to good.
Let me die the death of the
Righteous and let my last
end be like his.­­­­J.T

We certify that this is one of
the Registers or Records
deposited in the General 
Register
Office, pursuant to the Act of
the 4th Victoria, Cap 92. 

The handwriting on the front cover was found between 
pages of the certification required of the Church of New 
Jerusalem in Pilkington, (now part of Bury). It is within 
a bound book of Christenings, including that of one of 
my great­great­great grandfathers.


