LIVES ON THE MOVE: FROM 1878 T0
1987, PRESTON PROVIDED A HOME AND
OPPORTUNITY TO FOUR RELATIVES

(I.ife on the move conveys a sense of adventure, perhaps also desperation or mavbe\
intrigue and secrecy? Is one moving towards something or escaping from something
else? Perhaps a mix of both. My first family link to Preston comes from a brief line in
my Great Grandfather Walter Chester's enlistment papers from when he joined the
Marines in 1889. He gives as his next of kin: "s ( meaning sister ) 182 Lancaster Road,
Preston.” This was the then location of the Golden Cross Hotel and Public House where
his older sister Fanny had gone to be a domestic servant. Just a few years earlier,
Fanny had been required to leave the workhouse in Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire, to find
\worl( and free up a place for another desperate soul.

Staff and locals outside the Golden Cross
Hotel, Preston. Rights Reserved Linda Barton.

FROM RURAL TO URBAN LIFE

Fannv and Walter Chester were both
illegitimate children of Mary Chester who
had died in childbirth not long after she
had been admitted to the workhouse| (4 ciun, the siblings lived largely in the|

with her children in 1881. Initial| |care of grandparents whilst their mother
impressions of Preston must have been| (worked as a domestic servant. A.E

bewildering for Fanny even whilst this| |yousman describes the area around Clun
new j_ob liberated her from workhou_se as, "The land that time forgot" in his poem,
captivity and gave her sanctuary. Life| the  Shropshire Lad (1896); that
here would have been a strong contrast| |description is still apt today. Life in Preston
to the disciplined, narrow existence in| lin the 1880s and 1890s was full of
Bishop’s Castle. It was likely even more| activity, all things new (if you could afford
of a contrast to her earlier life in the| ljt) and significant architectural change in
I'Ill'al V“Iage Of neal'bv _Clllll Where. She the town (entre’ in(luding, in 1819’ the
and Walter were born into a family of| ljoss of the Shambles and the original
farm labourers. Golden Cross Hotel.
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Walter Chester W|th hls sons Walter (left)
and Frederick (right) in the First World War.













