FROM GLOBAL RAF WARTIME SERVICE TO
SETTLING IN LANCASHIRE AT THE DAWN
OF THE NEW ELIZABETHAN AGE

It is 1944, probably late summer or autumn. Preston. A dance hall, or more likely a hall

of some sort hosting a dance. The packed room is full of couples dancing in pairs to
tunes performed by a small musical ensemble. Many of the people are in military
uniform. Women adopt the look of the American film stars who they idolised. Some
American service persons are present. A small group of airmen, stationed at Warton,
arrive at the hall disappointed to find that the event is sold out and they cannot gain
admission. Disgruntied, they light hard-won cigarettes and pace around the exterior of
the hall. Opportunity beckons as they note that a window large enough for a person to
climb through is open. They climb in. People look up noticing them and chuckle: after
all, they are risking their lives in the defence of the country in their military service.
Irene looks up as she dances and smiles, making comment to those close to her. She
particularly notices the thin young airman with slightly receding dark hair and alluring
eyes. Years later, writing memoirs for some unknown purpose, possibly notes for the
celebration of he and his wife's Golden Wedding Anniversary, Jim recalled that once he
was in that dance hall, his eyes fell upon the most beautiful woman he had ever seen.
| Jim and Irene would be married in Preston within two years.
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lim was born in Southampton. His)
parents worked the commercial
shipping lines to America as service
staff. Aged 16, he obtained an
apprenticeship as a baker in central
London, on Ramillies Street, off Oxford
Street. When of age for military
service, he volunteered for Air Force, as
he was interested in planes.
Recollecting his experiences in casual
conversation, over many years, he . |
recalled that he had trained on Spitfire| |Jim was subsequently trained as an RAF
fighter planes, but that he was not| [navigator and crewed Halifax supply
engaged as a fighter pilot because they| |planes / bombers. He would travel to
discovered he had something defective| |India, America, Canada and Ceylon in that
in his vision. [I suspect it might actually| |[role, as his flight logbook from 1944-45
Lhave been a class issue]. ) \shows. y
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Jim and Irene at their wedding in Preston, 1945.







