THE PORTICO ESTATE: THE POLITICS OF
LAND, FAITH AND FAMILY IN ECCLESTON
PARK, PRESCOT - FROM “36™ YEAR
ELIZABETH", 1593, TO THE PRESENT DAY

(The Portico Estate is a mile from Prescot, Lancashire - now within St Helens Local
Authority. Only three fields, 10.89 acres in total, but important in the history of the
Lyon family and of Eccleston Park, which now has 1,130 houses, a railway station, two
churches, a primary school, two pubs and one shop but no longer any centre nor the 12
shops of fifty years ago. William Lyon’s ambition was to become a builder but he lacked
the means. Lizzie Scowcroft’s circumstances gave her the opportunity for social status
which enabled her to finance Lyon’s dreams. The 94 houses he built on the Portico
Estate bear testament to their strict and moral upbringings, their early disappointments
in adult life but also their hard work, complementary skills, enterprise and ultimate
 success. )
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Map of the 3 fields of the Portico Estate.

THE LAND: THE PORTICO
ESTATE, ECCLESTON PARK

Euleston Park comprises the POI'lICO The indenture in vellum describes, over3
Estate and the Pitman Estate which John| Po9es. the landowners and transactions up

Plumb purchased in 1663 from Richard| © 7~ 't measures 90 cm by 69 cm.

Lyon and renamed Plum Tree Farm. The| (the Ecclestons were frequently in debt and|
Porllto Estate comprises lhl'ee ﬂEIds, “sed the |and to raise funds, but always
from west to east, called Three Nooked| |retaining ownership. They tended to marry
Croft, and Great and Little Long Hey.| finto the Halsall, Scarisbrick, Blundell,
Vellum indentures which survive, dated| |standish and Gorsuch landowning families.
1799, 1802 and 1805, show they were| |the Eccleston line died out at least twice.
owned by the Eccleston family - local| |pjstant cousins inherited and changed their
landowners since at least the 13| Inames to Eccleston to authenticate their
century. Since 1593, this land had been| (jineage. During the Civil War, like many

passed between members of the| [jancashire landowners, the Ecclestons
Eccleston family 17 times. were Roman Catholics.
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By 1790, Roman Catholics could worship
more openly but needed somewhere larger.

Portico Chapel was built and is today Our| ;

Lady Help of Christians. That same year,
Thomas Eccleston was heavily in debt,
having invested in several ventures in rising
industries, so he borrowed £30,000 from
William Marsh and Henry Creed. As security,
Eccleston mortgaged several lands, including
Three Nooked Croft. The 1799 indenture
describes the land transfer and a complex
loan arrangement. The land could be
reclaimed if the loan was repaid with
interest. Creed died soon thereafter, leaving
Marsh as the sole creditor. Eccleston
incurred an additional £7,200 debt, secured
against the same property. Trustees Charles
Butler and Thomas Corbyn were appointed
to resolve the debt situation. Similarly, the
1802 Indenture has Great and Little Hey
owned by lJohn Chorley and William
Greenall. The 1805 Indenture has a half-
acre corner owned by Edward, William and
Peter Greenall of the brewery family and
James Wilson. Both fields had been
mortgaged to clear Eccleston’s debts.

The Eccleston family wanted to give Three
Nooked Croft, adjacent to Portico Chapel, to
the Jesuit priests at Portico, to derive an
income from leasing it for farming. The
trustees, with consent from Marsh and
Eccleston, agreed to sell part of the
mortgaged land, “at Maids Lane Ends near
Portico Chapel, Eccleston”, naming it the
Portico Estate. The buyers, Nicholas Sewall,
Robert Johnson and Marmaduke Stone,
were Jesuit priests. The boundaries were:

e North: the turnpike road- Liverpool to
Wigan - now St Helens Road, A58.

o East: the road to Whiston - Holt Lane -

now Portico Lane.
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Portico Chapel in the late 18" century, from the
front, facing east, showing the Jesuit house and a
barn, since demolished. The land in the foreground
is the eastern edge of the Portico Estate.

[« South: land previously sold to)
James Wilson.

e West: Pitmans estate, aka Plum
Tree Farm.

In 1933, the land was sold to a local
| builder when the Jesuit mission moved.

THE MAN: WILLIAM LYON

William Lyon, born 1884, to John Orford

Lyon and Ellen née Riley, was brought
up at 24 West Street, Thatto Heath, St
Helens, with 4 sisters and 5 brothers.
At age 14, he helped his mother in her
butcher’s shop and was apprenticed to a
joiner. He also looked after horses at
Latham House, where his Latham
extended family had a large stable. In
1912, at 27 years old, he emigrated to
Canada to seek his fortune. He had a
third-class ticket for the Titanic.

Portrait of William Lyon aged 26, 1911.










